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BUSINESS, B7 


POWER BILLS 
COULD RISE 
AS DEMAND 
GROWS 


TAX REFORM 


SPORTS, C1 


HERE COMES 
SIGNING DAY; 
WHAT SHOULD 
UT EXPECT? 


Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., speaks during a news conference after the House vote Tuesday 
with House Speaker Paul Ryan (from left) of Wisconsin; Rep. Kevin Brady, R-The Woodlands; Majority Whip 
Steve Scalise, R-La., and Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of California. JACQUELYN MARTIN / AP 


Republicans on verge 
of huge tax overhaul 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Jubilant Repub- 
licans pushed on Tuesday to the 
verge of the most sweeping rewrite 
of the nation’s tax laws in more 
than three decades, a deeply 
unpopular bill they insist Ameri- 
cans will learn to love when they 
see their paychecks in the new 
year. President Donald Trump 
cheered the lawmakers on, eager 
to claim his first major legisla- 
tive victory. 

Perhaps emblematic of the 
stumbles along the way, there 
was one last hiccup. Speaker 
Paul Ryan, who has worked years 
toward the goal of revamping the 
tax code, gleefully pounded the 
gavel on the final House vote, 
but then it turned out it wasn’t 
final after all. 

The Senate still expected to pass 
the legislation Tuesday night, but 
the plan to send it on to Trump for 
his signature had to be scrapped. 
Democrats noted that three pro- 
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Police handcuff a woman protesting the proposed tax overhaul in 
front of the New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday. Many voters in 
surveys see the legislation as a boost to the wealthy. MARK LENNIHAN / AP 


visions violated Senate rules and 
had to be removed. So the mas- 
sive bill will be hauled back across 
the Capitol for the House for a 
revote Wednesday. 

GOP House members roared 


and applauded as their cham- 
ber passed the $1.5 trillion pack- 
age largely along party lines, 227- 
203. Ryan declared, “This was 


Taxes continued on A4 


CONTINUING COVERAGE U.S. REP. BLAKE FARENTHOLD 


State Republicans clear a path to remove 
Farenthold’s name from primary ballots 


By Nolan Hicks 
nhicks@statesman.com 


The Republican Party of Texas 
managed to clear a path Tuesday 
in federal court for its chairman, 
James Dickey, to remove U.S. Rep. 
Blake Farenthold’s name from 
primary ballots. 

But as of press time, a party 
spokesman said Dickey still had 
not reached a decision on the 
fate of the congressman’s name 
on the ballot. 

The drama late Tuesday came 
after a remarkable half-hour hear- 
ing hours earlier in Austin’s fed- 
eral courthouse, where lawyers 
for the state said that, while state 
law requires the inclusion of Far- 


U.S. Rep. Blake 
Farenthold’s 
fate was sealed 
by the media, 
astate GOP 
lawyer said. 


ALSO INSIDE 
» U.S. paid $174,000 in 5 years to 
settle sex misconduct claims, A6 


enthold’s name because he with- 
drew from the race after the filing 
deadline, the secretary of state 
had no power to enforce that law. 

In response, attorneys for the 
state party told U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Andrew Austin they would 


drop a lawsuit that sought to leave 
Farenthold off the ballot. 

“Tt was not Blake Farenthold’s 
intent to game the system, to 
choose the successor or to even 
get out of the race at the time 
when the ballot period closed,” 
said Chris Gober, one of the attor- 
neys representing the state GOP. 

Instead, he said, Farenthold 
was driven out of the race by the 
media coverage of sexual harass- 
ment allegations and how he 
treated his employees. 

“It was obviously his intent to 
run for office at that time,” Gober 
said of Farenthold’s actions as 
the filing and withdrawal dead- 


Farenthold continued on A6 


Readers on Instagram 
serve up inspiration 


METRO & STATE, B1 


LAKE TRAVIS 
PARENTS SPLIT 
ON RELIGIOUS 
DIVERSITY 


NEW DETAILS AUSTIN CITY MANAGER SEARCH 


Minneapolis 
official to be 
city manager 


After lengthy search, 
council taps Spencer 
Cronk as Austin’s CEO. 


By Philip Jankowski 
pjankowski@statesman.com 


The Austin City Council on 
Tuesday tapped Minneapolis 
City Coordinator Spencer Cronk 
to be Austin’s top administrator, 
bringing a close to a search for a 
new city manager that has taken 
more than a year. 

The council made its choice at 
City Hall, emerging after a two- 
hour meeting behind closed doors 
to unanimously approve Cronk as 
their choice. He edged out Ann 
Arbor, Mich., City Administrator 
Howard Lazarus, who had pre- 
viously served as Austin’s public 
works director, for the job. 

“Spencer Cronkisa great choice 
to be Austin’s CEO,” Mayor Steve 
Adler said after the vote. “He has 
a proven track record of bring- 
ing people together on difficult 
community decisions. I am, the 
council is, and the community 
should be real optimistic about 
Spencer’s ability to help Austin 
meet its biggest challenges.” 

In an emailed statement, 
Cronk said he was honored to 
be selected. 

“I look forward to digging into 
the new job, meeting with city 


SPENCER CRONK 

F Spencer 
Cronk, 38, 
has been 
city coor- 
dinator of 
Minneapo- 
lis, popula- 
tion 413,651,since 2014. 

A Minnesota native, 
he graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Madison with a degree in 
international agriculture and 
natural resources, largely 
inspired by a year spent in 
Kenya. 

His résumé includes work 
for Northern California 
nonprofits, a position in 
workforce development 
under New York City’s 
Department of Small 
Business Services anda 
stint as a commissioner in 
Minnesota’s Department of 
Administration, leading state 
purchasing. 


staff, residents and community 
members in the coming weeks 
and months as I make the tran- 
sition from Minneapolis,” Cronk 
said. “Austin’s future is bright, 


Cronk continued on A10 


FIRST ON STATESMAN.COM 


AUSTIN POLICE CONTRACT 


Police union cuts 
off contract talks 


Agreement with city 
expires Dec. 29; talks 
may resume in 2018. 


By Mark Wilson 
mdwilson@statesman.com 


Leaders of Austin’s police union 
have informed city officials that 
they will not continue negotia- 
tions on their contract after the 
City Council rejected the agree- 
ment last Wednesday. 

The Austin Police Association 
sent a letter to interim City Man- 
ager Elaine Hart on Tuesday morn- 
ing, saying its members do not 
believe that they can reach a new 
agreement with the city within 
the remaining 30-day extensions 
available under the current con- 
tract, and will allow it to expire 
on Dec. 29. 

A poll conducted by the union 
showed that 92 percent of its 
members wanted to step away 
from negotiations and return 
to the state’s civil service code, 
which outlines policies for hiring, 
promotions, benefits and disci- 


WHAT’S NEXT 

The city of Austin’s current 
contract with officers inthe 
Austin Police Association 
will expire on Dec. 29. Police 
officers will instead follow 
the state’s civil service code 
until a new agreement is 
reached. 

Union leaders said they 
are willing to return to 
negotiationsin 2018. 


plinary measures for police and 
other emergency responders. 
Before the council rejected 
the proposed contract, 85 per- 
cent of the union’s members had 
voted to approve it. That vote, 
interim Police Chief Brian Man- 
ley said, had showed that officers 
accepted oversight and account- 
ability. The contract included a 
provision to change the depart- 
ment’s “180-day rule,” which 
capped the time spent by police 


Union continued on A4 
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== FOOD EXTRA 


A WEEKLY LOOK AT WHAT'S HAPPENING IN YOUR KITCHEN 


RED HOT RIPLETS 
GIVE DISHES A KICK 
7 


í ol 


ONLY IN THE EPAPER 
Feast on Food Extra 
in today’s ePaper 


Statesman subscribers can 
find six additional pages of food 
coverage and recipes at 
statesman.com/epaper. 


NATION & WORLD, A3 
Chinarebukes Trump 
for ‘Cold War’ outlook 


Beijing decries president’s new 
national strategy, saying it will 
strain relations, and calls on U.S. 
to accept China’s growing power. 


NATION & WORLD, AQ 
Distraction may have 
been train crash factor 


Amtrak train derailed near 
Seattle going 80 mphin 30 mph 
zone; officials say trainee in cab 
may have taken engineer’s focus. 
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